
#Brontë2020 

 

  
 

A virtual one-day event in support of the 
Brontë Parsonage Museum 

 
“There was no possibility of visiting the Parsonage 
that day...So, Reader, we met on Zoom.” 
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Programme 

 

 

All times are listed in British Summer Time 

 

9.15am   Slack and Zoom Main Room Opens 

 9.30am  Welcome and Orientation 

9.45am Keynote Talk 1: ‘Charlotte Brontë’s Moccasins: The Wild West Brought Home’ 

Dr Eleanor Haughton  

Chair: Dr Claire O’Callaghan 

Buried amongst Charlotte Brontë’s surviving possessions 

is a pair of curious objects. Far removed from the 

collection of expected middle class, Victorian ephemera, 

there exist a pair of heavily-beaded moccasins and 

matching ankle cuffs. The significance of these shoes 

cannot be overstated; they not only link Brontë with 

newly emerging global markets, but also silently connect 

us to one of the most poignant periods of the novelist’s 

life. For in May 1849, Charlotte would set out for 

Scarborough with her sister Anne who was in the final stages of pulmonary tuberculosis. Despite their 
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trust in the benefits of sea air, it was here that Anne would take her last breath. Significantly, when the 

time came for Charlotte to depart, the deerskin moccasins, that she had taken with her, were left behind – 

a casualty of a fractured mind and a broken heart.  

With his positive associations ‘of bravery, loyalty, dignity’ the ‘Indian’ was a recurring presence in 

nineteenth century society.  James Fenimore Cooper’s 1826 work, The Last of the Mohicans had excited 

great interest. It was read by Brontë during her youth and its influence is evident; most particularly in 

Shirley (1849), the novel that she was writing at the time of Anne’s death.  For Charlotte, the endless, 

untamed wilderness of North America was perhaps evocative of her own Yorkshire moors – where she and 

her siblings had enjoyed unfettered freedom and independence. 

10.25am  Changeover 

10.30am  Parallel Panels  

Panel 1A: The Brontës: Representing Wrongs 

Chair: Dr Claire O’Callaghan, Loughborough University 

‘Follow the Hatred: The Production of Negative Feeling in Emily Brontë’s Wuthering 

Heights (1847)’ (Dr Caroline Koegler, University of Muenster) 

‘The Ethics of Reading Intimate Violence in Anne Brontë’s The Tenant of Wildfell 

Hall' (Dr Sophie Franklin, Tübingen University) 

‘“An act of creative vandalism”: Andrea Arnold’s black Heathcliff (Dr Anna 

Gutowska, University of Kielce, Poland) 

 

Panel 1B: Voices from the Parsonage 

Chair: Sara Zadrozny, University of Portsmouth 

‘Charlotte Brontë's rudest joke’ (Dr Amber Regis, University of Sheffield) 

 

‘Charlotte Brontë’s Afterlives in Neo-Victorian Crime Biofiction’ (Dr Barbara Braid, 

University of Szczecin, Poland) 

 

‘Anne Brontë Reimagined: A View from the 21st Century’ (Adelle Hay) 
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11.30am  Break  

11.45am  Keynote Talk 2: Glass Town, Isabel Greenberg  

Chair: Dr Emma Butcher 

 

From the pen of New York Times bestselling graphic novelist, Isabel 

Greenberg, comes Glass Town, the enthralling story of the Brontës’ 

childhood and imaginary world. Charlotte, Branwell, Emily and Anne 

invented a world so real and vivid that they can step right into it. But can 

reality be enough, when fiction is so enticing? And what happens to an 

imaginary world when its creators grow up? Plots are spiraling, 

characters are getting wildly out of hand, and a great deal of ink is being 

spilt… 

Welcome to Glass Town, a graphic-not-quite-biography of the Brontës. Join Isabel as she talks through her 

enthralling graphic creation. 

 

12.25pm   Lunch  

 

13.10pm  Special Guest: Sandy Welch 

Sandy Welch is an award-winning British television writer and screen writer. She is a graduate of the 

National Film and Television School.  She has developed many serials for the 

BBC, including adaptations of Charles Dickens's novel Our Mutual Friend, and 

Elizabeth Gaskell's North and South, as well as the acclaimed 2006 four-part 

serialisation of Jane Eyre starring Toby Stephens and Ruth Wilson.  Welch has 

also adapted Emma (2009) by Jane Austen and The Turn of the Screw (2009) 

by Henry James for the BBC. 

In 1999, Sandy won a BAFTA for "Best Drama Serial" for her adaptation of Our 

Mutual Friend, an award she shared with Catherine Wearing and Julian Farino. 

She was also nominated for the Edgar Award for "Best Television Feature or 

Miniseries" A Dark Adapted Eye in 1996. Her adaptation of Jane Eyre was 

nominated for nine International Emmy Awards, including for "Outstanding Writing for a Miniseries, 

Movie or a Dramatic Special". It was also nominated for a Broadcasting Press Guild Award for "Best Drama 

Series", and a Television and Radio Industries Club Award for "TV Drama Programme".  
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Join us as we chat with Sandy about her 2006 adaptation of Jane Eyre.  

13. 55pm  Changeover 

14.00pm  Featurette discussion 

 

Chair:  Dr Sarah Fanning, Mount Allison University 

 

 “Unpalatable Truths” – Adapting and Staging The Tenant of Wildfell Hall for a Modern Theatre Audience’ 

led by Alison Farina (writer) and Shane Morgan (director)  

Join our discussion about how we approached developing a new and original adaptation of The Tenant of 

Wildfell Hall in 2014-15, which was part of a three-show tour featuring each of the Brontë sisters’ most 

popular works, under the collective title, The Brontë Season.  

We will explore the process of adapting a text that is, at the same time, 

beloved by many die-hard fans and virtually unknown to large portion of 

the population. Alison will discuss how she concentrated a 383-page text 

with its many characters and settings into a 1h 10m script for two actors, 

with a set that had to fit in the back of 2004 Honda Civic! She will also talk 

about handling material that deals with challenge and often triggering 

issues and how she sought to create a sensitive, truthful and relevant 

world that still captures Anne’s humor, heart and wit (as well as keeping 

to the overall ‘family friendly’ project approach). 

Shane, the project’s director, will talk about giving voices to these characters in an alternative format and 

the challenge of making it theatrical. He will also discuss the pros and cons of having a writer in the room 

and most importantly, how tens of characters can be played by just two people. 

As well as exploring the joys and challenges of taking classic literature to the stage on a small budget, we 

will also talk about collaboration and how the insights of two immigrants (Shane is Australian, and Alison 

is American) fed into a classic English text. 

14.30pm  Changeover 
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14.35pm Parallel Panels: Q&A for papers made available to attendees in advance 

 

Panel 3A: Brontë Influences 

Chair: Dr Claire O’Callaghan, Loughborough University 

‘British and German Romanticism: The Brontës and Robert Schumann’ (Mr John Hennessy, 

U.K) 

‘The Brontës and Penzance’ (Dr Charlotte MacKenzie, U.K.) 

‘Fugitive Music: Irish storytelling in the early writing of Charlotte Brontë’ (Ms Kathryn Hollie 

Wells, University of Cambridge, U.K.) 

 

Panel 3B: The Brontës in Peril 

Chair: Dr Sophie Franklin, Tübingen University 

‘The Brontë's and War’ (Dr Emma Butcher, University of Leicester) 

‘“A Flattering Malady”: The Brontës “Romantic Consumption”’ (Dr Jo Waugh, York St. John 

University) 

‘Helen Huntingdon, the Bröntean Amazon: The Tenant of Wildfell Hall and the Feminist and 

Feminine Literature of the “American Renaissance”’ (Mrs. Elisa Fierro, USA) 

 

  Panel 3C: The Brontës around the World 

  Chair: Dr Barbara Braid, University of Szczecin, Poland 

‘Minds At Work – The Brontë Sisters’ Lives Re-Visited in 21st-century Adaptations’ (Maria 

Juko, University of Hamburg) 

‘The shadows of the Brontë family in Anton Chekhov’s Three Sisters: A Myth or reality?’ (Dr. 

Olha Honcharova, HS Skovoroda Kharkiv National Pedagogical University, Ukraine) 

‘Domesticating the Brontës: The Spanish Television Adaptation of Jane Eyre (1971)’ (Dr Sara 

Medina Calzada, University of Valladolid, Spain) 
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15.00pm Break  

15.15pm Reset: Welcome and orientation (for international audiences) 

15.30pm A Day in the Life at the Parsonage  

 

Members of staff and the curatorial team offer a 

special behind-the-scenes talk about the operations of 

the Brontë Parsonage museum. Following the 

discussion, participants will have a unique opportunity 

to ask questions about what it’s like to be a part of the 

daily goings-on at one of the most beloved literary 

houses in the world.  

16.00pm  Changeover 

 

16.05pm The Brontë Stones film 

 

The Brontë Stones are a group of stones placed in the 

landscape between the birthplace of the Brontë family in 

Thornton and the Parsonage where they wrote their 

famous work in Haworth. The project was devised by 

writer, Michael Stewart, who took inspiration from 

another literary walk. There are three stones that 

celebrate the bicentenaries of the three sisters: Charlotte, 

Emily and Anne, and a fourth stone to mark the 

significance of the Brontës as a literary family. The stones 

have been carved by fine art letter carver, Pip Hall, with specially commissioned literature by famous 

contemporary female writers. The project was curated and delivered jointly by Michael Stewart and the 

Bradford Literature Festival and funded by the Arts Council England. Michael will introduce and premiere 

a short film about the stones as part of #Brontë2020. 

16.25pm Break  
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16.50pm Parallel Panels 

 

Panel 4A: Author Roundtable: The Brontës, The Twenty-First Century and Us 

 

Rowan Coleman (aka ‘Bella Ellis’), Finola Austin, Syrie James, Sarah Shoemaker, Julie 

Cohen, Lucy Powrie, and Nikita Gill. 

Join several women authors as we explore the Brontës from the twenty first century and 

look at the way the sisters and their works have informed our own creative responses to 

them. 

Almost since the first publication of the Brontës’ novels, 

biographers and other novelists have held strong opinions on 

what the sisters really meant by their works of fiction and what 

they were really like. Each sister (and Branwell too!) has gone 

through a series of reinterpretations in biography, 

contemporary fiction and historical fiction.   

In this panel, we will look both at the family’s world and 

examine how we, as writers and readers, bring our own twenty-

first century perspective to interpreting them. We will explore 

what the siblings may have thought about the progress of 

feminism and the lives and expectations of Victorian women 

when viewed through a modern lens. We will consider the 

siblings’ responses to issues such as the secular and fundamental 

divide in religion, globalisation and the current pandemic. We 

will also explore the creative potential generated by the siblings' 

lives and fictional worlds, and think about how the scandals and 

dramas associated with the Brontës remain a source of interest today. What is it about the 

Brontës that keeps inspiring writers (in so many different ways) today? Join us to find out. 

 

Panel 4B: Brontë Legacies 

Chair: Adelle Hay 

‘Return to Honresfeld: Place and Personality in the Textual Authentication of Emily Brontë’s 

‘E.J.B.’ Poems’ (Dr Tricia Ayrton) 
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‘Nirmalabala Shome’s Saralā: An Early Twentieth-Century Bengali Adaptation of Charlotte 

Brontë’s Jane Eyre’ (Dr. Ramit Samaddar, Jadavpur University, Calcutta, India) 

‘The Brontës’ Literary Children’ (Sara Zadrozny, University of Portsmouth) 

 

Panel 4c: Inspired by the Parsonage: Poetry Readings 

Chair: Michael Stewart, Huddersfield University 

‘A Brontë-inspired Poetry Reading: The Jane and Bertha in Me  

American poet Rita Maria Martinez will entertain attendees during “A Brontë-inspired 

Poetry Reading: The Jane and Bertha in Me. A chancellor of the 

Florida State Poets Association, Denise Duhamel writes of The 

Jane and Bertha in Me: “Each poem is a smartly annotated, 

hauntingly revisionist homage to Jane Eyre. Martinez’s 

astounding poems are literary, conversational, personal, fun, as 

she confidently transports her Janes from the Moors to Macy’s, 

from Thornfield Manor to the world of tattoos.”. Ultimately, 

this poetry reading aims to honor the creative spirit and 

writings of the Brontës, foster excitement for contemporary 

poetry, and encourage creative writers to pay homage to their 

favorite literary family by creating Brontë-inspired poetry of their own.   

Livings: From a Book in Progress by Ryan Guth (Jackson State Community College, USA) 

Livings is a collection of poetry, short prose pieces, and closet-dramas focusing on the 

Parsonage household from 1845 to 1850 – a period which begins, inauspiciously enough, 

with the four adult siblings’ final failure to establish conventional careers or “livings” for 

themselves, thus forcing a return to their elderly father’s home in an attempt to regroup. 

How did these five brilliant but eccentric personalities get along, at such close quarters, 

from day to day? How did allegiances amongst them shift over time, especially with regard 

to Branwell’s catastrophic decline? Most importantly, given their intimately shared yet 

extremely limited fund of prior life experience, how did they come to such widely differing 

responses to matters of unrequited love, professional success and failure, religious feeling, 

sex, grief, mortality? Told from multiple perspectives – including those of the author and 

the reader as well as the five family members, their friends and associates, and the village 
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of Haworth itself – Livings will present these 19th century lives and sensibilities both from 

their own time and ours.  

  Fiery Daughters by Lorna Faye Dunsire 

Lorna Faye Dunsire is a Yorkshire poet. Her brand-new poetry 

pamphlet 'Fiery Daughters' is entirely devoted to The Brontës and 

their stories. Her writing is influenced by The Brontës, political 

protest, nature and relationships. She has appeared at NHS 

marches, as guest poet at Birdfair Festival, and Poetry at the 

Parsonage; where she has a tendency to turn up in full Brontë 

attire. 

Her work has been featured on local BBC radio, BBC national news, and poems published in 

Beautiful Dragons anthologies (A Bees Breakfast, Watch the birdie, Well, dam!) and Indigo 

Dreams 'For the Silent' anthology. Her poetry also features in a YAFFLE press collection of 

poems about Bradford’s film and TV culture, called 'Reel Bradford'. 

17.50pm  Break 

18.30pm  In Conversation with Adam Nagaitis  

Adam Nagaitis was born and raised in Chorley, Lancashire. At the 

age of 19, Adam left the UK to study acting at the Stella Adler 

Conservatory in New York. Following this, Adam returned to the 

UK to study at RADA. Out of RADA, Adam was offered a role in 

Yann Demanges' first feature film, the BIFA-winning and BAFTA 

nominated '71. Adam’s credits include A Christmas Carol (BBC), 

Chernobyl (HBO), The Terror (Scott Free), and, of course, To Walk 

Invisible (2016). 

Join us as we talk with Adam about all things Branwell and his 

role in To Walk Invisible. 

19.15pm  Break  

19.30pm  In Conversation with Sally Wainwright 

Sally Wainwright is an English television writer, producer and director from Yorkshire. 
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She started her writing career with a stage play called Hanging On at Edinburgh Festival. She then started 

writing for the Radio 4 series The Archers, followed by five years writing for Coronation Street. She created 

her first original drama series At Home with the Braithwaites in 2000 which ran for 4 series. This was 

followed by a 3-parter Sparkhouse, a six-part series The Amazing Mrs 

Pritchard, and a further 6-parter called Jane Hall. 

 In 2009 she won the RTS Writer of the Year Award for a three-part 

drama called Unforgiven starring Suranne Jones.   Sally is known for 

her creation of the drama series Scott and Bailey  followed by Last 

Tango in Halifax (which won BAFTA Best Drama Series 2013) and 

Happy Valley (BAFTA Best Drama Series/Broadcast Awards/Crime 

Thriller Awards/TV Choice Awards/ WGGB Awards/Edinburgh TV 

Awards 2015, and  BAFTA Best Drama Series /RTS Judges Award 

2017).  Sally has won numerous awards for her writing, including the 

Best Drama Writer Award by BAFTA in 2013 for Last Tango in Halifax, 

2015 and 2017 for Happy Valley.  She also received the Best Drama 

Writer Award at the Broadcasting Press Guild Awards in 2015, and the RTS Best Drama Writer Award in 

2017, again for Happy Valley. 

 In 2016 Sally wrote and directed a 2-hour drama for BBC1 called To Walk Invisible: The Brontë Sisters. In 

2018 Sally wrote, executive produced and directed an 8-part drama for BBC/HBO called Gentleman Jack, 

about the extraordinary Yorkshire landowner diarist and traveller Anne Lister who kept diaries of her daily 

life including her lesbian relationships. She is currently in the middle of writing its second series. Most 

recently, she has written and executive produced the fifth series of Last Tango in Halifax for BBC 

which transmitted earlier this year.   

20.15pm  Closing remarks 

20.30pm  Rooms close  
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